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     Fashion, Dance, and Music from the 1930ôs Event 
by Heather Duchow, Newsletter Writer 

 

     On the evening of Friday May 13, an audience gathered at the 
Tower Theatre in downtown Bend to Celebrate the 1930ôs: Fash-
ion, Dance & Music. From the moment guests stepped in the door 
for this event ï one of several scheduled to accompany the Art for 
a Nation: Inspiration from the Great De-
pression exhibit ï the mood was set.  The 
compelling brass and saxophones of the 
Notables Swing Band filled the theater 
with upbeat energy and excitement as au-
dience members found their seats. Vin-
tage images of Bend were projected 

above the band as Curator of Living History, Linda Evans, in a flowered and flowing 
dress, and Assistant Curator of Living History, Ethan Mark, in an era-appropriate 
suit and bowler hat, welcomed the audience. A well-paced lineup of Depression-era 
fashions alternated with musical performances, dance numbers, and descriptions of 
life in Bend in the 1930ôs to captivate the crowd.        

     The showcased fashions included a wide range of gar-
ments. Highlights included flapper dresses, the sensible attire 
of the newly emerging career women, luxurious evening dresses of glamorous ladies, 
rodeo wear, a wool Bend Elks baseball uniform, and the ever-comfortable and not-at-
all-itchy wool swimwear of the time.  With a few exceptions, much of the clothing 
came from the Seattle Goodwill Vintage Fashion Collection. Hats, props, and the 
baseball uniform were on loan from the Deschutes Historical Museum.  Historical 
United States Forest Service uniforms were provided by the Forest Service, along 
with research and models. High Desert Museum volunteer, Les Joslin, also provided 
some Forest Service items and information. The clothing was modeled for the most 
part, by High Desert Museum staff members, a few living history and teen volunteers, 

and some Deschutes Historical Museum staff members. 
As living history and collections volunteers are likely 
aware, matching vintage clothing to models is quite a 
trick. Linda Evans pointed out that models must fit the 
clothing without putting stress on the garments and that 
garments from 
the era tend to 
be on the small-
er side. Based 
on the uni-

forms, Civilian Conservation Corp and Forest Service men were 
some lean fellows. Volunteers Chris Moody and Lori Neal helped 
prepare the costumes for the show and inventory them afterwards.  
The vintage fashion fun wasnôt confined to the stage. Several at-
tendees dressed in period-appropriate attire, which added to the cel-
ebratory atmosphere. 
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     The audience seemed to thoroughly enjoy the musical acts. The Har-
monettes, a female trio in the style of The Andrews Sisters, took to the 
stage in jewel-toned dresses and fur wraps. Their performance of Bei Mir 
Bist Du Shein included some impressive scat singing. The Notables Swing 
Band accompanied the honey-voiced Betty Berger. Ms. Berger performed 
I Canôt Give You Anything But Love, Baby and Nice Work If You Can Get 
It. The crowd was clearly pleased with the selections, and I was reminded 
how much I like big bands.        
     Dances performed by 
Terpsichorean Dance Studio 

students were inspired by historical Bend events and traditions. 
The Pet Parade Dance took its cue from the Bend July 4th Pet Pa-
rade. Did you know this quintessential Bend tradition dates back 
to the 1930ôs?  One Bend July 4th event that is now purely histori-
cal is the Mirror Pond Water Pageant. The Mirror Pond Pageant 
Dance recalled the spirit of the event beautifully. The dancers 
wore fluttery white costumes that echoed the costumes worn by 
the pageant court in a vintage photo.   
     The exuberant final dance number was set to swing hit Sing, 
Sing, Sing, and while not related directly to a piece of Bend history, it 

was the perfect celebratory note 
on which to end the evening. 
After the dancers finished their 
performance, the band struck up 
their rendition of Sing, Sing, 
Sing, and all performers and 
models crowded onto the stage for a final bow. The fabulous event was 
the culmination of much planning, and congratulations should be ex-
tended to all who planned and participated.   
     To see more photos of the event, go here. 

Photos by Heather Duchow 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/ztw7fafuppmskdv/AAAqi9azEDSEO3fnrJJWNvEKa?dl=0

