
ENGAGING 
MINDS
We strived to bring 
Museum-quality learning 
into the virtual world. 
For instance, our online 

animated illustration for Dam It! Beavers 
and Us is used as a tool to explain how 
these mammals benefit the ecosystem, and 
our mule deer virtual field trip is a go-to 
educational resource. Experience them at 
highdesertmuseum.org/virtual-experiences.

CREATING CONNECTION
In trying times, Museum curators and 
educators crafted programs to provide 
educational opportunities and interpersonal 
connection. For instance, artists and curators 

2021: A YEAR OF 
STEPPING UP FOR 
OUR COMMUNITY
In 2021, we worked both within and 
beyond the Museum’s walls to support  
our community!

ENSURING 
ACCESS
Access to learning 
is everything. We 
collaborated with 
partners such as the 
Latino Community 
Association and 
Deschutes Public 

Library to provide tablets and internet for 
students who lacked access. 

created inspiration and 
connection for teens  
with a new program,  
Art in the Park.
 
EXPERIENTIAL 
PROGRAMMING
We nimbly transformed 

signature programs such as Kids Curate—a 
yearlong effort for elementary students that 
culminates in a Museum exhibit—to adapt 
as needed to virtual 
learning. And we 
continued crafting 
immersive exhibitions 
to spark curiosity  
and wonder.

2021 Annual Report
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Anuual  Report

The High Desert Museum 
has always been deeply 

committed to building 
community. Our exhibitions and 

programs bring people together, creating vital 
moments of shared joy, wonder and inspiration, 
expanding and deepening relationships with 
and among those who call the High Desert 
home. In the last year, this has not been easy, 
but we have risen to the challenge, focusing our 
efforts on building connection to each other and 
to where we live. 

2021 was a pivotal year for the Museum. 
Last spring, we were thrilled to receive the 
National Medal for Museum and Library 
Service—the highest honor in the land for 
museums! This award recognizes the Museum’s 
contributions to our region and our dedication 
to building community through deep and 
authentic partnerships. 

In early 2021, when kids were still in 
distance learning and the Museum’s indoor 
exhibits were often closed due to COVID, 
the Museum responded rapidly to support 
our community. We partnered with local 
organizations to distribute iPads and data plans 
to families, providing greater educational access 
for students. We distributed early childhood 
educational resources to families, hosted 
outdoor art workshops that empowered teens 
to explore their creativity and safely make 
friends outdoors, and offered students and their 
caregivers throughout Central Oregon access 

to the Museum on Wonder Wednesdays, the 
day many schools have early release times. Our 
immersive exhibitions and programs created 
powerful moments of connection, and our Kids’ 
Camps enabled kids to create art in nature and 
learn about environmental stewardship.

During this period, we also prioritized 
strengthening meaningful long-term 
partnerships that create a foundation for deep 
collaboration. A major focal point of our work 
this year has been collaborating with Native 
knowledge holders to incorporate Indigenous 
perspectives throughout the Museum—from 
exhibitions and programs to our approach for 
sharing and caring for our collections. Through 
our partnerships with Tribal nations, community 
organizations, school districts and individuals, 
we are living our commitment each day to be 
invested in and responsive to all the communities 
of the High Desert.  

The High Desert Museum’s impact 
extends far beyond Museum grounds, and 
that impact would not be possible without 
your support. Thank you for helping create 
transformative experiences of joy, learning, 
and inspiration that build a more resilient and 
connected community.

   Sincerely,

   Nelson Mathews
   High Desert Museum
   Board Chair
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FINANCIAL SUMMARY
FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2021

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES  / OPERATIONS
REVENUE & SUPPORT              FY 2020-2021      FY 2019-2020

Earned Revenue  
Admissions, net of discounts  $1,141,834   $1,028,243 

Memberships  $350,661   $376,157 

Museum store and café sales, net of COGS  $419,377   $436,408 

Education and programs   $93,557   $162,101 

Event rental  $3,421   $83,528 

Other revenue  $10,773   $14,014 

Gain (loss) on asset disposal   $-     $400 

Support  
Contributions  $924,879   $1,120,633 

Grants   $944,728   $579,792 

Governmental COVID Relief Funds  $1,245,000   $-   

Fundraising events, net   $350,561   $399,864 

Funds from endowment  $149,172   $162,436 

Total Operating Support and Revenue  $5,633,963   $4,363,576 

  

Expenses  
Program Services  

Exhibits  $1,608,881   $1,367,730 

Education and programs  $994,222   $782,070 

Visitor services  $756,817   $672,669 

Communications  $516,967   $536,009 

Total Program Services  $3,876,887   $3,358,478 

  

Support Services  

Management and general  $499,950   $434,243 

Fundraising  $470,037   $376,194 

Total Support Services  $969,987   $810,437 

  

Total Operating Expenses  $4,846,874   $4,168,915 
  
Gain (loss) before depreciation   $787,089   $194,661 
  
Depreciation expense  $680,715   $683,179 
Total change in net assets after depreciation   $106,374   $(488,518)

MUSEUM ATTENDANCE

FY 16-17 FY 17-18 FY 18-19 FY 19-20 FY 20-21
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ADMISSIONS
$1,142,000

CAFÉ & STORE
     SALES

MEMBERSHIP
  $351,000

$419,000

GRANTS
$945,000

GOVERNMENTAL
COVID RELIEF FUNDS
$1,245,000

CONTRIBUTIONS
$925,000

OTHER EARNED 
REVENUE
$108,000

OPERATING REVENUE & SUPPORT
SPECIAL EVENTS  $351,000

ENDOWMENT $149,000

MANAGEMENT 
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THANK 
YOU 
TO OUR DONORS, FOUNDATIONS  
& CORPORATE SUPPORTERS
GIVING FROM JANUARY 1, 2021
TO DECEMBER 31, 2021

$5,000,000+
The Roundhouse Foundation*

$2,500,000 - $4,999,999
Anonymous*

$1,000,000 - $2,499,999
Anonymous*
Julie & Wayne Drinkward*

$500,000 - $999,999
Anonymous*
Christine & David Vernier*

$250,000 - $499,999
Tom & Joan Triplett*
$100,000 - $249,999
Oregon Community Foundation
Greg & Jan Rasmussen*
Visit Bend*

$25,000 - $99,999
Bottle Drop - Oregon Community Foundation
Gretchen Brooks
Central Oregon Daily 
Central Oregon Intergovernmental Council
Coit Family Foundation
The Collins Foundation
Gary & Gigi Cutler
ECONorthwest
Robert & Connie Ellis
Eva Chiles Meyer Fund #2 - OCF
First Interstate Bank
Nancy Fischer
Institute of Museum & Library Services
James F. & Marion L. Miller Foundation
Jonas Family Foundation
Randy & Leslie Labbe
Maybelle Clark Macdonald Fund
M. J. Murdock Charitable Trust
National Endowment for the Arts
National Endowment for the Humanities
Joe & Charlotte Rodgers 
Jody Ward c/o Ward Family Fund of OCF
Sally & Richard Wilson

$10,000 - $24,999
The Autzen Foundation
Peter & Missy Bechen
Jean & Bob Bennett
Barbara & John Cadle c/o Porter E. &   
   Helenmae Thompson Foundation 
Ronald Cochran & Julia Kennedy Cochran
Meg Cole
Kathryn & Douglas Collins
Jean & Jim Curran
Peggy & Greg Cushman c/o Robert W.   
   Chandler Fund of OCF
Bob Dickoff
Sean & Christina Easly
Energy Trust of Oregon
Harvest Foundation
Mike & Sue Hollern
Sarah & Thomas Igler c/o  
   The James M & Margaret V Stine Foundation
Joseph & Elizabeth Hoffart Charitable 
   Foundation

Rebecca Julian
Julie & Frank Jungers
Connie & Lee Kearney
Anthony Killough c/o the A Killough
   Foundation
Lonza
William & Gail McCormick
Mid Oregon Credit Union
Craig & Lynne Moore
National Park Service
Old Mill District
Oregon Heritage Commission
Nancy & Izzy Oren
Rick & Judy Ann Parker
Merritt & Heather Paulson c/o Bobolink
   Foundation
Marcia H. Randall Designated Fund of OCF
Ken & Charlotte Richardson
Bill & Trish Smith
State of Oregon - Department of   
   Administrative Services
Phyllis & Theodore Swindells
Carmen & Tom West

$5,000 - $9,999
Air Link
Alex Hodge Construction
Michael & Jamie Anderson
Anonymous
Avion Water Company
Marilyn & Paul Beem
Bend Magazine
Bend Radio Group
Bigfoot Beverages
Bloomfield Family Foundation
Bob & Leona DeArmond Culture &  
   Community Fund of OCF
Susan Boehlert c/o the George & Susan 
   Boehlert Fund
Fred & Susan Breidenbach c/o Breidenbach 
   Family Gift Fund
The Bulletin
Shelly & Mark Callaghan
Anne & William Carwile
Cascade Arts & Entertainment
Chambers Family Foundation
Children’s Forest of Central Oregon
The Conrad Clark Fund of OCF
Jim & Kathy Dennis
Robert & Mercedes Eichholz Foundation
Hugh & Jane Ferguson Foundation
Jim & Barbara Franzen
GreenSprings Fund of OCF
Maria Hall & Walter McMonies
Carol Henry
Sharon & Henry Hewitt
High Desert ESD
Gail & Ron Hill
Carol & Peter Holzer
Adam & Sam Hutter
The Samuel S. Johnson Foundation
Karen Katzbeck & Bob Fuelleman
Al & Nancy Kennedy
Cameron Kerr
The Kerry-Tyerman Family
Mark & Katherine Kralj
Shana & Andy Laursen
News Channel 21-KTVZ/KFXO
Josh & Jen Newton
Danielle & Sanders Nye
Oregon College Savings Plan
Oregon Historical Society
Pape’ Family Foundation
David Parker & Kristie Marshall
Portland Timbers
Lori & Rod Ray

SAIF Corporation
John & Linda Shelk c/o The Shelk Fund of OCF
Statehood Media - 1859 Oregon’s Magazine
Storms Family Foundation
TC Energy 
US Bank Foundation
Eloise Whitelaw
Richard Wininger
Wolf Electric
Bob & Mary Anne Woodell
Juan Young Trust

$2,500 - $4,999
Dottie & Eli Ashley Fund of OCF
Bradford & Lisa Bailey Family Fund
Patrick & Jo Becker c/o The Clark Foundation
Becker Capital Management
Bennington Properties
Bonneville Power Administration
Burlington Northern Santa Fe Foundation
Anne Carver & Dennis Sutro
Heidi & Donnie Castleman
Central Oregon Radiology Assoc., P.C.
Chubb
City of Redmond - Redmond Municipal Airport 
Combined Communications
Clifford Curry & Delight Stone  
    of Little Fish Family Trust
Deschutes County
Dogs Limited Training
DoubleTree Hilton
Elisabeth & John Farwell
Addie Finseth
Gwen & Harlan Friesen c/o The Friesen   
   Foundation
Janis & Randy Grout c/o Williamson Family 
   Fund of OCF
Headland Coastal Lodge & Spa
Jessica Holzer & Hans Nichols  
   c/o the Tamsin Fund
Home Instead Senior Care
Horizon Broadcasting Group
Suzie Hughes
Jaguar Land Rover Portland
Karen M Schroth Charitable Foundation  
   for Animals
La Quinta Inn & Suites
Lari & John Hodecker Family Fund of OCF
Melitta Lahn
Diane Lake
Peter & Elisabeth Lyon
Nelson & Joanne Mathews
Tim & Martha McGinnis
Pacific Source Health Plans
Suzanne Ragen
Peter & Leslie Richter
Jordan Schnitzer
Sleep Inn
Barbara Snow
David & Connie Souther
St. Charles Health System
Sunriver Resort
Tetherow
The Source Weekly
T-Mobile USA, Inc.
Tonkon Torp LLP
Umpqua Bank Charitable Foundation
Terry & Pam Valeski
Vernam Crane Services
Vista Capital Partners
Wall Street Suites
Dan Wieden & Priscilla Bernard Wieden
Bruce & Gretchen Willison
Kay & Tim Winn
Western Art Collector Magazine

$1,000 - $2,499
Jeffrey Albaugh
Gary & Susan Allen
Susan Altman
Amerititle
Meredith & Robert Amon
Anonymous 
ASI Wealth Management
Patricia Bade
Leslie & Ted Bainbridge
Kathy Baker-Katz & Larry Katz
Andrea Barss
Bend Pet Express
Jay & Julie Bennett
Martha Bergman
Donna Bevan-Lee & Deborah Nicholson
Charlie Billow
Judy Bluhm
BMS Technologies
Ryan & Bethany Bounds
Lorissa Bounds
Luckey’s Woodsman Provisions
Brian’s Cabinets
Bright Wood Corporation
Brooks Resources Corporation
Allen & Margie Brown
Brown & Brown Northwest
Bobby Brunoe
Nancy & Andrew Bryant
Cande & Gene Buccola
William Burke & Catalina Nocon
Gary & Mary Jane Cadez
Callan Accounting CPA’s & Advisors, LLC
Abigail & Brown Cannon
Louis Capozzi
Gail & Muriel Carbiener
Todd & Corol Ann Cary
Cascade Civil Corp
Joan & John Casey of the  
    Casey Family Fund of OCF
Central Oregon Association of Realtors
Century Insurance Group, LLC
Charles Redd Center for Western Studies
Karen & James Clarke
Nichols Cutting & Katherine Bremser
Michael Davidson & Julie Ecklund 
Lesley Day
Day Wireless
Jim & Dory Delp
Deschutes Cultural Coalition
Ali & Adam Dietz
Bob & Carolyn Dietz
Eagle Wealth Management
Craig & Carole Eberle
Bart Eberwein
Donald Edwards
El Dorado Community Foundation
Tom Ellison
Entre Prises USA
Diane & Wayne Ernst of the Ernst Family
   Foundation
Jerry Inman & Susan Evans Inman
Jerry & Gunilla Finrow
Win & Laurel Francis
Kristin & Mark Scalgione c/o Francis Cheney 
   Family Foundation
Kevin & Theresa Freihoefer
G5 Search Marketing Inc.
John Gilbert c/o The Holborn Foundation
Loretta & Skip Goldy
Goldy Family Designated Fund of OCF
Linda Goodman & Mark Engdall
Frank & Anne Graham
Kathy & Todd Gray

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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GreenLoop IT Solutions
Griffin Construction
Thaddeus & Jenny Grudzien
Sharon Gueck
Ryan Hagemann & Roy Perez
Diana & Peter Hall
Carol Hansen & Jack Shininger
Henry Harbert
Ellen Hardin & Claire Hanks
Gail Hayes Davis & Mike Davis
The Gear Fix
Hanson Gift Fund
Ted & Joan Haynes
Margi Heater
Terry Hefty & Dean Meiling
Nancy & Dallas Henrichsen
Helen Herman c/o The Herman Family 
    Charitable Fund
Mark & Linda Higginson
Ted Hurd
Juliet Imes
Beth & Ed Irish
Nancy & John James
Jon Jaqua & Kimberly Cooper
Roger & Wendy Johnson
Andrew Jordan & Marcia Morgan
Jordan Ramis PC
Pat & Les Joslin
Karnopp Petersen, LLP
Irvin & Barb Kessler
Ted & Joyce Kesterson
Roger & Joyce Kirk
Dick Koning & Patricia O’Neill
Jeff Lane & Christine O’Neill
Cristy Lanfri
Ethan Langford & Katie Sciarrino
Gail Layman
Shaul & Catherine Levi c/o The Cascadia 
   Foundation
Lisa Lewis & Marc Williams
Mark Long & Elizabeth Schleuning
Jennifer & Tim Lynch
Leslie & Gene Lynch 
Cynde & Steve Magidson
Eldon & Diana Marks
Keith Martin
Jim & Char McCreight
MDU Resources Foundation
Linda & Anthony Meier
Mary & James Meier
Linda & Phil Meurer
Steve & Kelly Michel
Daina Middleton
Mike’s Fence Center
The Miller Lumber Company
Richard & Ann Miller
Brad & Nancy Miller
Moda Health
Sheila Monroe
Moonfire & Sun Garden Center
Jan Moore
Mosaic Medical
Dennis Murphy
Blair O’Donnell & Joe Murray
NAVIS CRM
Connie & Dan Newport
Jim Noonan & Margaret Schaus
Northwest Travel & Life
Gary & Sarah Olson
Link Olson
Oregon Feed & Irrigation
Mary Orton & John Rahm
OSU-STEM Beyond School
Pacific Northwest Forest Service Association
Pahlisch Homes
Kevin & Jennifer Palmer

R. H. Parker/United Foundation
Skip & Lynda Paznokas
Ken & Carol Pearson c/o KC Ranch Fund of OCF
Jean & Ted Polos
Ernest Price
Brigadier General David Price & Paula Price
Mitzi Putney
Greg & Michelle Quesnel
Lou & Hollings Renton c/o The Renton  
   Family Foundation
Republic Services
Giorgio & Hope Roccasalva
Jacob & Anna Schep
Shevlin Dental Center, Inc.
Steve & Lisa Shropshire
Susan Skalski & Jim Golden
Yvonne & Jay Smith
Nancy & Donald Smith
Justin Snyder
Steve & Linda Sogge
SunWest Builders
Taylor Northwest LLC
Thomas & Phillis Temple
Bob & Clella Thomas
Jean Thorpe
Jon Tompkins c/o The Tompkins Family Fund
Andrea & Thomas Tongue
US Bank
Ann & Rod Van Allen
Hans & Marian van den Houten
Vandevert Ranch Homeowners
Chris & Erin Van der Velde
Lori & Gary Vencill
Visit Central Oregon
Sigrid von Hurst
Barbara Wagner
Randall & Cheryl Wagner
Wanderlust Tours
Waterston Prize for Desert Writers of OCF
Belinda Whipp
Dana Whitelaw & Jason Albert
Whole Foods Market - Bend
Gary Young

$500 - $999
Ann Adams & Stephen Nelson
Allison Inn & Spa
Athletic Club of Bend
Atticus Hotel
Ray & Jean Auel
Mary Elizabeth Averbeck
Helen & John Baker
Lisa Bates & Samantha Sutton
Tom Beans
Mary Lou Beck
Megan & Mike Beshai
Best Western Ponderosa Lodge
Bledsoe Family Winery
Hillary Bounds
Tucker & Alexia Bounds
Bob & Dellie Brell
Patsy Bruggere
Lisa Cameron
Car Stickers Inc.
Ronald & Mary Carver
William Cloran
Tom Comerford & Pam DiDente
Jane Cook & Joe Vassallo
Robert & Jo Cooke
James & Patricia Costello
Neil d’Autremont
Dean Dordevic
Deschutes County Sheriff
Dudley’s Bookshop Cafe
Nancy Dunckel & Becky Adkins
Jim & Ginny Elliott

Nancy Faries & Cristin Reed
Steve Filarsky
Cameron Fischer
Mark & Debra Fisler
Five Pine Lodge
Fjallraven Bend Store
Suzan Frangos
Freedom for Great Apes
Daniel Gherman
Al Graf & Martha Helmreich
Gary Guttormsen & Jan Morris
Thomas Hajduk & Yvonne Griffin
Lindsey Haskins & Chris Brubaker
Alex & Amanda Haugland
Rebecca & Jon Hayman
Collins & Wendy Hemingway Fund - OCF
Jerry & Susan Hoffinger
Karen Hooker & Ken Provencher
Marcia & Kelly Houston
Les Hudson
Terri, Bindi & Robert Irwin & Chandler Powell
Anne & Robert Jennings
Ray & Nita Jordan
Shaun Kajiwara
David & Mary Anne Keyser
Hal & Francie Kibby
Jan Kirschner
Jim & Judi Knapp
Bill & Linda Kuhn
Jan Leigh
Alden & Sheree Lorimor
Jim Lussier
Scott Mannhard
Tom & Carolyn Maresh
Tom & Karen McClung
Matthew & Natasha McFarland
Ann & Tom McGranahan
Eileen & Bruce McLellan
Allison Milgard & Heather Reid
Deborah & Charles Miller
Suzanne Storms Millis Berselli & Robert Berselli
Daniel Minter & Irene Czyszczon
Romy Mortensen & Jade Mayer 
Mark & Barbara Moskowitz
Neil Kelly Company
Mark & Tillie Newgard
Joyce Sayle & Julie Norfleet
Jan Oetinger
Susan & Stephen Ohanian
Oregon Arts Watch
James & Shelley Palmer
Beverly Parker & Wayne Kirk
PARRA Wine Co.
Debbie & Michael Parrella
Zachary Patton
Charles & Ann Pfingsten
James & Mary Powell
Jacquie Prestidge & Todd Irwin
Pronghorn Resort
Terry Pullen
Jane Quale & John Hayes
Lauren & Mike Rosenbaum
Carrie Sammons & Jessie Evans
Charles Samuelson & Karen Hoffman
Henry & Miriam Schaup
Robert & Deborah Scheidtmann
Abbott Schindler
Robert & Janice Schock Fund c/o OCF
Steve & Lorraine Shaiman
Robert & Linda Shearman
Serendipity Wine Tours
Marion Shimoda & Phil Ricker
Riverhouse on the Deschutes
Craig Shrontz
Smithsonian Institution - Associates Office
Chad Sofield

Constance Soja
James & Lisa Starker
B Bond & Marilyn Starker
Allen Stephens
David & Susan Stewart
Andrea & Richard Streedain
Strictly Organic Coffee
Victoria & Steven Tennant
Tom Trimble
Melissa Tully
Ellen Waterston
Webfoot Painting
Joe Willis & Judy Koford
Sue Wills
Jane & Robert Wilson
Betsy & Andy Witthohn
Laurel Yocom & Richard Kebler
James Young

TRIBUTE GIFTS OF $500+
In memory of Pat Clark
   The Roundhouse Foundation 

In memory of Bond & David Easly 
   Danielle & Sanders Nye 
   Sean & Christina Easly 

In honor of Scott Ellis
   Robert & Connie Ellis 

In honor of Heather & Ron Killough
   Anthony Killough

In memory of Robert Lahn
   Melitta Lahn

In honor of Keith Martin
   Mark & Barbara Moskowitz
   Allen Stephens
   Gary Young
In memory of Justin Ward
   Craig & Lynne Moore  
   Tom & Joan Triplett 
   Joe Willis & Judy Koford 

In memory of Dr. Ed Whitelaw
   ASI Wealth Management 
   Gary & Gigi Cutler
   Julie & Wayne Drinkward  
   ECONorthwest  
   Jerry & Gunilla Finrow 
   Win & Laurel Francis 
   Henry Harbert 
   Albert & Nancy Kennedy 
   Cameron Kerr 
   Cristy Lanfri
   Jen & Josh Newton
   Peter & Leslie Richter 
   Steve & Lisa Shropshire
   The Roundhouse Foundation
   Richard Wininger

Gifts reflected above are donations, in-
kind contributions and grants. Revenue 
generated from ticket sales and other 
tangible goods is not reflected. High 
Desert Rendezvous auction purchases 
are excluded with the exception of gift 
amounts paid above value.
The Museum is deeply grateful for 
supporters at all levels. While we strive 
for accuracy on this report, there may  
be errors. Please call 541-382-4754  
ext. 329 with questions.

THANK YOU!
* Multiyear capital commitment


